OF THE ENGLISH STAGE,

A .minute investigation, therefore* of the origin and
progress of the drama in England* wiE scarcely repay
the labour of the inquiry. However, as the best in-
troduction to the History of the Stage during the
reigns of Elizabeth and James the First, and to an
account of the internal economy and usages of the
English theatres in the time of Shakspeare, (the prin-
cipal objects of this dissertation,) I shall take a cur*
gory view of our most ancient dmmatick exhibitions^

Between the years 1592 and 1600, the following plays were
printed or exhibited; the greater part of which, probably, were
written before our author commenced play-wright:

Cleopatra
Edward L
Battle of Alcazar
Wounds of Civil War
SeJymus,   Emperor   of

the Turks
Cornelia
Mother Bombie
The Cobler's Prophecy
The Wars of Cyrus
King Leir

Taming of a Shrew
An old Wives Tale
Mail's Metamorphoses
Love's Metamorphoses
Pedler's Prophecy
Antonius
Edward HI.
Wily Beguiled

U594*

V1595

Woman in the Moon     - 1597
Mucedorus                    1

The Virtuous Octayia     j
Blind Beggar of Alex- { . -QR

andrk                        J

Every Man in his Ha- j

mour                        j

Pinner of Wakefield     "1
Warning for fair Women I
David and Bethsabe        }> 1599
Two Angry Women  of |.

Abingdon                  J

The Case is Altered
Every Man Out of His

Hwaour

The Trial of Chevalry
Humorous Day's Mirth 1
Summer's Last Will and >1599
Testament *,           J

^
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* Also the following:

A Kn.ack to Know a Ktiave, 1594-.
Jack Straw's Life and Death, 1594?.
A Knack to Know an Honest Man, 1596.
Two Valiant Knightes, Clyomon and Clam yd es, 1599.
Several dramatick pieces are also entered on the books of the
Stationers' Company, within the above period, which have not
been printed.   Their titles may be found in Herbert's edition of
Ames, aad Egerton's Theatrical Remembrancer.